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HAPPY FATHERS DAY! 
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President’s Message by Helen Mitcham 
 

WOW!  By all accounts, the Community Garage Sale was a roaring success!  I think there were 30 different 

locations and the Community Center was manned for those of you who preferred to donate items for the sale.  We 

discovered that some of our locations weren’t easy to locate so next time we’ll get more signs on the corner of some 

cul-de-sacs.  We will also make a better, clearer map.  But all in all, … a big success!  Thank you to the organizers, 

sellers and buyers – we appreciate each of you! 

Mother’s Day breakfast was terrific!  Thank you, Jim Cary, for making the chili rellenos again – it’s always a treat.  

And what a crowd!!  Lots of Moms were treated to a great breakfast and maybe a mimosa!  Everything was 

wonderful – thank you to all the cooks and servers who keep the food coming – and hot – and do it with a smile! 

What did I tell you?  Maybe we would have a Chicken-Que on Memorial weekend and it would probably rain?  

Well, it did but it didn’t dampen our spirits one single bit.  Bobby and crew did themselves proud with chicken that 

was fall-off-the-bone delicious – potatoes, macaroni and green salad, and desserts completed the menu.  We were a 

little disorganized during the planning but it didn’t show that night!  Peggy and Richard kept the bar shaken’ and the 

new look there kept it lively! 

I have received comments on how much you like getting the newsletter in the mail quarterly.  One couple who’ve 

been here for years said it felt like the old days … a way to feel part of the community again.  Our next mail out will 

be August – in the meantime, you can find it the first of the month at svlpoa.org. 

Events this month are the breakfast on June 12 and karaoke on June 24.  That brings us to our 17th Annual Parade 

and Barbecue on July 4th.  It’s a real community event and lots of fun!  Let’s try a theme this year – how ‘bout 

“American Patriot!”  I have the perfect Grand Marshal already lined up.  Hamburgers and hot dogs at the 

Community Center after the parade, dunk tank, water slide or bounce house, games, cotton candy (if we can get the 

machine to work!).  Just good old-fashioned fun.  It wraps up in time to get to town to see the fireworks or whatever 

else you choose.  An entry application is included in this newsletter and they will also be available at the Pantry. 

A special note: there are a few tireless workers who get everything ready for everything that goes on at the Center … 

Julie Sahf, Vickie Hennen, Lori Gomez, Peggy O’Day and Connie Sager!  You are all amazing … thanks! 

The general meeting is June 16th in the Community Center at 6:30pm.  We welcome all our neighbors and members 

to join us and are always looking for volunteers to help get our events “ready for primetime” as the saying goes! 

Thanks - see you at the Center - 

*****************************************************************************

Contact Information 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
Emergency Services        911  

Sheriff Dispatch                                   707-263-2690    

CDF-Clearlake Oaks (Hwy 20)            707-998-3711   

Northshore Fire                                    707-274-3100    

Animal Care and Control                     707-263-0278    

Special Districts (Water)                      707-263-0119    

Poison Control                                      800-222-1222       

 

 
 

SVLPOA OFFICERS     
President –Helen Mitcham                     707-998-9194 

Vice President-Vichi Hennen       707-900-1935  

Secretary – Lori Gomez                          707-317-4711 

Treasurer – Julie Sahf                             608-235-2738 

Bldg. Cord - Mark Peterson                    650-218-6317    

Camp Info. - Helen Mitcham                  707-998-9194    

Camp Keys - Pat Larson                         707-533-9294    

News Letter-Kristin Langdale                707-540-2589 

Com. Center Rental – Connie Sager        707-303-0797 
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SPRING VALLEY CALENDAR 

June 
 

June 1st  Wed Clearlake Gleaners Food Bank-Community Center 8-10am 

June 1st              Wed      EaRTH Meeting-Moose Lodge 4pm 

June 1st  Wed CSA#2 Advisory Board Meeting-Community Center 7pm 

June 12th Sun SVLPOA Breakfast-Community Center 8-11am 

June 16th            Thurs Clearlake Gleaners Food Bank-Community Center 8-10am 

June 16th  Thurs SVLPOA Meeting-Community Center 6:30 pm  

June 24th  Fri Karaoke-Community Center 5pm-10pm. 

 

July 
 

July 4th  Mon. Parade and BBQ to follow at the Community Center 9am-2pm 

July 6th   Wed Clearlake Gleaners Food Bank-Community Center 8-10am. 

July 6th               Wed      EaRTH Meeting-Moose Lodge 4pm 

July 6th   Wed CSA#2 Advisory Board Meeting Community Center 7pm 

July 10th  Sun SVLPOA Breakfast-Community Center 8-11am 

July 21st Thurs Clearlake Gleaners Food Bank-Community Center 8-10am 

July 21st  Thurs SVLPOA Meeting-Community Center 6:30 pm  

July 29th  Fri Karaoke-Community Center 5pm-10pm 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

Sunday Breakfast 

8 AM – 11 AM 
 

Omelet’s, Scrambled Eggs, Pancakes, Belgian Waffles, Hash Browns, Potatoes O’Brien, 

Sausage and Bacon, Biscuits and Country Gravy.  

Coffee and Juice Included in the Price. 

 
SVLPOA Members ($7) 

Adults ($9) 

Child Age 3-12 ($3) 
********************************************************************************************* 

COMMUNITY FOOD GIVEAWAY by Mark Sahf 
 

Since we started doing the food giveaway at the community center two months ago, we have gone from 
blocking the bridge with backed up traffic to having less than 5 minutes waiting time. We are serving 

about 130 residents giving out food the first Wednesday and the third Thursday of each month. If you or 
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someone you know is unable to make it to the food giveaway, please call Julie at (608)235-2738 or Lori 

at (707)317-4711 and they will see about getting food to you. Additionally, we are able to store whatever 
is left after the giveaway at the community center until the next food giveaway so we should always have 

extra food available for someone in need who was not able to make it to the food giveaway. So, if you 

know someone who falls into this category, please call one of the numbers above. Some of the volunteers 

are toying with the idea of a delivery service for those who has no other way of coming out. 
 

In the words of the Gleaners who provide the food, we have a great team of volunteers here in Spring 

Valley. I agree with them and enjoy joy working with them. Everyone knows what needs to happen and 
jumps right in to get it done. Things are much easier and more fun when there’s lots of help. I want to 

thank the volunteers not limited to Scott Prewitt, Louis and Lori Gomes, Mark and Julie Sahf, Scott and 

Sara Renkes, Dan Myers, Lorelei Franko, Vicki Estrella and Marc Clark. 

************************************************************************************************** 

ON THE GREENBELT –by Joe Welz 
 

Around the first of May mapping began in what we call the campground. GPS coordinates for the trees, 

then numbered tags were applied. I shudder to think of the expense incurred paying surveyors to map the 

trees in our campground. I am assuming this activity is for the Lake recovery project. 

I was taking a break from weed whipping sitting along the creek when I noticed way down the stream a 

group of ducklings feeding on bugs. The group raced around one bug at a time, it was fun watching, when 

some kind of Raptor flapped down from the overhanging canopy of trees above the ducklings. The hen 

started quacking and splashing away dragging a wing as if she was crippled leading the raptor away or 

confusing it so the ducklings could escape. Just an instant in time sitting by the creek. 

I saw my first deer faun on May 13th 2022, it was scared running through my yard. Just a reminder to 

watch and control your dogs, it is only natural for dogs to chase and catch them.  

With the heat starting to show its self the snakes will be out just after the sun goes down and just as it 

warms in the morning. I have seen gopher snakes the most, a King snake or two and a maybe a Rattle 

snake each season. A couple of seasons ago, while weed whipping a walking trail in the shade of a large 
oak tree, something moist hit me in the face, which I felt was odd. There was movement in the long grass 

as a large Rattle snake made its escape missing its rattle, a good one, an easy four-footer. Instantly I have 

chase but slowed, a weed whip might get broken doing battle for that snake’s life. Snakes spend a lot of 
time under ground here because of the heat. Please do not kill snakes. King snakes eat other snakes and 

well I harden, so IF gopher snakes really eat gophers, I’m on their side. 

The North Fork of Cache Creek is protected. No one may take water out of the creek. Anyone caught 

taking water out of the creek, it’s not going to go good for them in court. 

Eleven (11) cu. Ft per second. Slow warm water. Do NOT drink the creek water. If you swim or play in 

the creek, when you get home shower. There is a health concern with the high bank beaver population. 

Giardia (beaver fever) a few days after being in the creek. If you get sick, please go see the doctor.  

Please protect your home. Cut your brush back and mow or weed whip around your home and please use 

your green bin or take it to the green waste.  Dumping brush anywhere else is like burying a land mine, a 

horrible thing to do. I pray for a safe fire season. Drive slowly and watch out for the young. 
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WOLF CREEK FIREWISE by Win Cary 
 

Firewise Volunteers will be working with North Shore Fire to trim along New Long Valley Road, so keep 

an eye out for us.  We will continue to help their neighbors with tree trimming, or removal, and weed 

cutting. If you need help clearing your property of weeds and brush or wood or would like to volunteer, 

call Win at 707-998-3004 and she will take care of the paperwork and scheduling. 
 

For all those who always wanted to be involved, we need you. We have what I would call a core group of 

6-9 volunteers who routinely come out and help. All of these core volunteers are over the age of 60 and 
almost half are over 70. We need more participation from the community to be able to continue this great 

program. It’s a great way to get the day started with a little exercise and do some community good while 

chatting with someone in person. We will be meeting two or three mornings each week, starting at 7 am.  
 

You don’t need to bring any equipment if you don’t have any as we have most of what we need. Please 

consider coming out and helping with the events posted on Facebook (Wolf Creek Firewise community). 

This is our community and we have to take care of it and make it safe and beautiful. 
*********************************************************************************************             

CAMPGROUNDS by Helen Mitchem 
 

Summer seems to be starting early!  We’ve already had weekend campers and I know you’ll find this hard 

to believe but … the new lock for the gate had to be removed again because some of the keys wouldn’t 

work!!  We’ve had to take the lock back to the locksmith to fix the problem.  We’ve used the same system 

for several years with no problem but it’s causing us fits right now.  We will make it right but for now the 

gate will remain unlocked.  But please continue to close it when you go in or out – thanks! 

Our campground meeting focused on ideas for the upcoming year – and added some items to our “wish 

list” for post-Lake Recovery.  The first project to be completed is replacing the toilets in the bathrooms at 

the campground.  Metal ones like those found in state and city parks were suggested but I found out they 

would require re-plumbing the building which isn’t feasible.  Bids have been requested and we’re looking 

at first part of July for completion.  On the “wish list”: shade cloth for the slide (we had one before); 

“Sunday Fundays” group barbecues at the group area; softball games on our field. 

Here are some suggestions for the Community Center: security system with quality video; Wi-Fi; upgrade 

the electrical.  I have asked a lifelong resident, Jeff Graves who is a contractor to check the ceiling in the 

biscuit room and give us a bid for fixing it.  He met me after the meeting and said he can take on this 

project – and it should be relatively simple.  Our neighbor, Anthony Lindheimer, has offered to install a 

light near the basketball court after seeing some young people using flashlights to play!  I’m hoping he 

can also take a look at the Center as a whole since we continue to have intermittent electrical problems. 

Thanks to those who came to the meeting with their ideas – and don’t forget to send yours along with 

your campground dues or add them to the “wish list” on the wall in the Community Center! 

That’s it for now … see you in the campground! 

 

 

 



AROUND THE VALLEY                                                                                                            SPRING VALLEY NEWS 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

June 2022                        Spring Valley Lakes Property Owners Association                                     Page 6 
 
 

CSA #2 ADVISORY BOARD by Helen Mitchem 
 

Lots of exciting things are finally happening on the Lake Recovery project!  At our May meeting, we 

received a proposed schedule for the project provided by Anchor QEA, the engineers.  It shows work 

starting in spring 2023 - that means finally shovels/ backhoes in the ground next year!  Some permits still 

need completion and in the case of the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), resubmitting a previously 

approved permit that was lost by ACOE.  It should already have been resubmitted as you read this.  SDA 

has been assured there will not be a delay in approving the application.  We have asked SDA and Anchor 

QEA to attend our next meeting to give us more details and answer your questions. 

We should be getting our crack-sealing machine by the fall.  This tool will help us maintain Shasta Road 

in particular and others as needed.  The “hot box” for fixing potholes on all our roads should be 

operational very soon. 

We have asked for information on the number of water meters in our system and specifically, how many 

have been added in the last 10 years?  Also, is there a drought restriction on new meters?  Our finance 

committee will be meeting again with SDA to find out more about our reserves (savings accounts) and the 

impact, if any, the change in how the grant to replace our bridges will be funded. We meet the first 

Wednesday of every month (except December) at 7:00pm. Everyone is welcome! 

************************************************************************************* 

4th OF JULY PARADE by Helen Mitchem 
 

Don’t forget our 17th Annual Parade and Barbecue on July 4th.  It’s a real community event and lots of 

fun!  Let’s try a theme this year – how ‘bout “American Patriot!”  I have the perfect Grand Marshal 

already lined up.  Hamburgers and hot dogs at the Community Center after the parade, dunk tank, water 

slide or bounce house, games, cotton candy (if we can get the machine to work!).  Just good old-fashioned 

fun.  It wraps up in time to get to town to see the fireworks or whatever else you choose. Below is the 

entry application included in this newsletter and they will also be available at the Pantry. 

Parade Entry Form: SPRING VALLEY ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY PARADE MONDAY, JULY 4TH, 

2022 @ 9:00 A.M.  
 

Name: _________________________ Address: _______________________________________ 

Telephone: Day__________________ Evening__________________ Group: No____ Yes____  

Number in group________ Type of Unit(s) (circle all that apply): Horse Car/Truck Quad  
Military Youth Musical/Band Fire Dept. Costumed, Motorcycle, Bicycle, Pet (on leash) Antique  

Vehicle Other________________________________________  

 

PLEASE – NO THROWING CANDY OR OBJECTS! This is a California State Law HOLD HARMLESS 

AGREEMENT I, ______________________________________, understand that my participation and that of 

my group is subject to a release of any liability on the part of the Spring Valley Community, Spring Valley 

Lakes Property Owners’ Association (SVLPOA), Spring Valley participation in the annual Spring Valley July 

4th Parade. (Parents must sign for anyone under 18 years of age)  

Print Name: ________________________________________________________________________  

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 

 

Submit parade application and Hold Harmless Agreement to: Helen Mitcham, 16000 Qual Trail, 

Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423. Deadline for application is July 1st! 
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF by Win Cary 
 

2022 SCHEDULE 

 Quackenbush Mountain 

Resource Recovery & Compost Facility 

16520 Davis St. 

Adjacent to Landfill 

 

July 15-16 

September 16-17 

November 18-19 
************************************************************************************* 

CRAFT FAIRE by Jim Cary 
 

Calling all crafters to start working now and participate in the holiday Craft Faire to be held on November 

5th, 2022, at the Community Center.  We hope to have lots of creative crafts available along with 

refreshments and coffee. If you would like to have a table reserved, contact Jim Cary at 707-998-3004. 

More information coming in future newsletters. 

************************************************************************************* 

SPRING VALLEY LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION (SVLPAO) 

 
Send this coupon and a check for dues to: SVLPOA, 3005 Wolf Creek Rd., Clearlake Oaks, CA 

95423.Or, just drop it off at any SVLPOA Breakfast (2nd Sunday of the month, 8-11 a.m.), other 

Event, or at the SVLPOA Quarterly Meetings held the third Thursday of the month at 6:30 P.M. 

in the Community Center. 

Membership Form Effective 2022 

Annual Dues: January 1 – December 31. $10 per Member (18 years or older) 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 
 

Advertising in the SVLPOA Newsletter is easy and cost effective. All ads should be the size of a 

business card (see above). Your artwork or business card will do. 

Ads may be run: Monthly - $10, Quarterly - $25, Half-year - $45, Yearly - $80. 

To advertise make checks payable to:  

SVLPO, 3005 Wolf Creek Rd., Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423. 

 

Thank you for your support.  


