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President’s Message By Helen Mitcham 

December is always a busy time what with all the holidays and end-of-year stuff but this one seemed more 

hectic than most!  I’d really like to thank the decorating crew for spending valuable personal get-ready time to 

make the Community Center look terrific for all the month’s festivities.  Thank you, Connie, Ellen, Julie, Vicki, 

Win & Jim Cary, and Jan Geib, – you worked some real holiday magic! 

 It all started with the breakfast – thank you Jim Cary for whipping up those famous Chile rellenos for our 

special.  They were terrific!  Bobby and his crew made sure we had all the regular menu items and the Center 

looked ready to celebrate!  We decided we would substitute our regular monthly meeting and do some caroling 

around the valley.  Rudolph the red-nosed F250 lit the way for a hearty group of carolers on a hay-covered 

sleigh/trailer.  It was a lot of fun and we have some ideas for next year to make it even better.  Thank you to our 

neighbors who came out onto their porches or waved from their windows.  And a special thank you to Connie 

Sager and Vicki Hennen for getting the hot chocolate ready for our return to the Center. More than one set of 

vocal chords were chilly I know! 

 I tried something a little different – maybe a little silly in reporting on our annual Christmas dinner!  It’s in a 

different article … 

 We will have a guest at our meeting on January 20th.  The Director of Animal Care & Control, Jonathan 

Armas will join us.  I asked him to come after the incident where the walker was attacked (not seriously 

injured) in the campground and 20 sheep were killed in one night near residences.  There have really been way 

too many reports of loose dogs – and missing pets.  I hope we’ll be able to agree on some options for us to get a 

handle on this problem with their help.  A little teamwork can’t hurt, right? 

 We are still working on getting the newsletters mailed to residents.  We were denied a bulk mail permit so we 

are now looking at mailing them once each quarter.  We had hoped to have a way to do that this month but 

things didn’t fall together so now it looks like it’ll be February. 

 Don’t forget to join the SVLPOA!  It’s a great deal at $10 per person for a year.  Breakfasts are a reduced price 

for members ($7 vs. $9 for non-members) and there’s a “buy 6 breakfasts, get your 7th free” deal as well.   

 That’s all for this time – but please take a look at the Christmas dinner report ‘Twas the Week Before 

Christmas’ 

 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Emergency Services                                            911    
Sheriff Dispatch                                  707-263-2690    

CDF-Clearlake Oaks (Hwy 20)           707-998-3711   

Northshore Fire                                   707-274-3100    

Animal Care and Control                    707-263-0278    

Special Districts (Water)                     707-263-0119    

Poison Control                                     800-222-1222       

 

SVLPOA OFFICERS     

President –Helen Mitcham                     707-998-9194 

Vice President-Ellen Lantosh                 707-850-0842 

Secretary – Vicki Hennen                       707-900-1935 

Treasurer – Julie Sahf                             608-235-2738 

Bldg. Cord - Mark Peterson                    650-218-6317    

Camp Info. - Helen Mitcham                  707-998-9194    

Camp Keys - Pat Larson                         707-533-9294    

News Letter-Kristin Langdale                707-540-2589 
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SPRING VALLEY CALENDAR 

January 2022 
        January          5th              Wed.            EaRTH Regional Town Hall Meeting   Clearlake Oaks Moose Lodge 4pm. 

        January          5th              Wed.            CSA #2 Advisory Board Meeting   Community Center 7pm. 

        January          9th             Sun.             Breakfast   Community Center 8am-11am. 

        January         20th             Thurs SVLPOA Meeting   Community Center 6:30 pm. 

                                                                                               Guest: Jonathan Armas, Director- Animal Care & Control 

        January         29th             Sat.              Karaoke Community Center 6pm-10pm 

                                                                

February 2022 
         February      2nd                Wed                CSA #2 Advisory Board Meeting Community Center 7pm 

         February     13th                Sun                 SVLPOA Breakfast Community Center 8am-11am 

         February     17th                Thurs              SVLPOA Meeting Community Center 6:30pm 

         February     25th                Fri.                  Karaoke   Community Center 6pm-10pm 

 

Sunday Breakfast 

OMELETTES                                                        

SCRAMBLED EGGS 

PANCAKES 

BELGIAN WAFFLES 

 HASH BROWNS 

POTATOES O’BRIEN                                                                              

SAUSAGE and BACON 

BISCUITS and COUNTRY GRAVY 

COFFEE and JUICE (INCLUDED) 

SVLPOA Member-($7)                          

ADULTS -($9) 

CHILD AGE 3-12 ($3) 

 

 

WOLF CREEK FIREWISE By Win Cary 

 

 There is a new Firewise community in Upper Lake. The Pitney Elk Firewise community was organized by 

Shannon Stillwell, the lady also working with Northshore Fire volunteers. Always happy to know people are 

interested in Firewise 

 

Between holidays, vacations, and bad weather, it looks like Wolf Creek Firewise will not be able to work for the 

neighbors until the end of February. 
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ON THE GREENBELT By Joe Welz 

Happy New Years! 

After a long dry November, finally rain, December 6th 2021, we got two tenths of an inch overnight, fog on the 7th. It was 

a safe burn day so I burned four piles, about a ton. As the morning progressed the fog burned off to brilliant blue skies. As 

I worked the piles, nearly done, I noticed a large flock of large white birds were circling to gain elevation.  My first 

thought was snow geese on the lake but the slow wing beats meant white pelicans must have spent the night on Spring 

Valley’s Lake. As they circled, they would appear, then disappear as the bright mornings sun reflected off their large 

white wings and back.  It was very pretty against the blue sky and the brown/green of wolf ridge.  Finally, with enough 

elevation, they sailed off and disappeared over wolf ridge towards Clearlake where I’m sure the fishing is much better. 

I’ve been around this area since 1979 and that was a first.  You just never know what to expect to see on the greenbelt. 

Dogs: A goat was killed, twenty sheep were killed, a mature couple were approached by a large growling, barking dog, a 

man was attacked and his pant leg was torn. A woman’s arm was bitten and she went home bleeding.  The Community 

dogs are doing these things.  Their owners are responsible.  I love dogs, but people have the right to defend themselves 

and protect their livestock.  If you love your dog, control them, it’s your responsibility! 

When you buy property, you have a buy rite use!  But if you want to grow Marijuana, that same property transforms to 

conditional use.  I must advise all to look before you leap.  Conditional use seems to be very discriminatory and un-fair. 

 

Campgrounds By Helen Mitcham 

It’s been pretty quiet in the campground – do you think it’s the cold weather?  Brrrr! 
Sadly, we have lost more trees and some of you have asked to cut some of the downed wood.  Joe Welz takes care of that 

piece so if you want some of the wood, please contact him directly.  There are a couple of “rules” that go along with 

getting wood … Please take only from the area you are directed to.  Don’t leave a mess!  Clean up the area – don’t leave 

the brushy parts – don’t leave it so someone has to clean up after you.  And, remember this wood is for valley residents 

only! 

 
 The new drain pipes from the kitchen seem to be working well and the bathroom window has been replaced in the lady’s 

bathroom.  There may be an intermittent problem with the lights in the back of the Center so we’re keeping an eye on it. 
 A caution to all our walkers in the campground … Please keep your eyes open and ears alert for critters in the 

campground.  There have been some vicious attacks on animals lately and a lot of dogs roaming without an 

owner.  Recently a walker was attacked while walking in the campground – thankfully he was not seriously injured.  This 

was a case of the owner on an ATV with two dogs – NO LEASH – and no control either.  All dogs must be on leash – it’s 

a county law.  The Director of Animal Care & Control will be at the SVLPOA meeting this month – it’s time we get a 

handle on all the loose dogs. 
 

 That’s about it for now – stay warm!  Happy 2022! 

 

CSA #2 ADVISORY BOARD By Helen Mitcham 

 

There was no meeting of the Advisory Board in December.  Our next meeting is January 5th at 7:00pm in the Community 

Center.  We will be electing officers for this year and discussing roads, bridges, the lake, the dam, and water issues. 

 Just as a note of interest – Indian Valley Reservoir gained 14,000-acre feet of water in the 30 days between November 29 

and December 29, 2021.  With a capacity of over 300,000-acre feet we’re a long way from having to worry about 

overflow or the drought being over but the rain really helped us! 

 Hope to see you on January 5th at 7:00pm in the Community Center.   

 



          AROUND THE VALLEY        ____ __                                ___     ___     _   SPRING VALLEY NEWS_ 

January 2022           __     _             __ Spring Valley Lakes Property Owners Association Page 5 
 

   

 

 

‘Twas the Week Before Christmas A Parody By Helen Mitcham 

‘Twas the week before Christmas, when all thru Spring Valley, 

             

             Santa was ready but he needed a tally; 

He rallied his helpers to get him a number, 

And do it they did – before his big slumber! 

 

Our neighbors and friends - all seated together 

For turkey and ham ‘n spuds light as a feather; 

Green beans and salad and desserts were a-plenty 

We figure our number was close to one-twenty! 

 

A gathering so festive with goodies galore, 

Served with a smile you couldn’t ignore. 

‘Twas Lisa and Judy and Nancy yes ma’am 

And Crystal and Ellen made room for that ham! 

 

Chef Bobby with Mark - and Victor as well, 

Had whipped up the magic – was it a spell? 

And Vicki and Connie and Julie and Jan 

Had spruced up the Center to show the Big Man. 

 

The setting was perfect, a nearly full moon, 

Would light Santa’s way on the wings of a tune. 

The kids they were antsy – when would he show? 

And by gosh at seven wouldn’t you know? 

 

In thru the back door ‘twas Santa himself, 

All dressed in bright red – that jolly ole elf! 

He brought down the house with a big “Ho Ho Ho” 

Didn’t doubt for a minute this guy would show! 

 

So, Vicki! So, Ayden! So, Lillie!  He cried! 

Let’s hand out these presents – there’s magic inside! 

And oh, did the little ones with eyes full of wonder 

Gather up close to him – a spell they were under! 

 

We watched from our tables or peered from the bar 

Where Derek made cocktails – he learned from afar. 

                                                                                        

And when our attention was back with the big guy 

Each kid had a gift - just for them – ‘twas no lie! 

But as we all know – good things they do end 

And Santa had presents to take to more friends. 

 

Rudolph was ready his nose now a-glow 

He knew it was time - on the road … get the show! 

With a last “Ho Ho Ho” and a wave to us all 

Santa was gone I’m not kidding you all! 

 

Families and friends hung out a bit longer 

But soon it was sleep that pulled even stronger. 

As Win did the greeting, she did the good-bye 

The big night is over she said with a sigh. 

 

Parties are fun but cleanup’s a drag 

Friends make it easy (along with big bags!) 

Hey Dan thanks for dumping all of the trash 

I know it was heavy saved my knuckles a smash. 

 

And so, the next morning, our group got together 

To finish the cleanup no matter the weather. 

“Twas Julie and Vicki and Crystal with soap 

And buckets and know-how and plenty of hope. 

 

“Sweep” someone said so Christina got the broom 

And whisked away crumbs and clods from the room. 

Victor was there preparing to mop 

“Tomorrow” he said, “I’ll put chairs on top”. 

 

And so, it was over and our group gave a whistle 

And away we all went like a holiday missile. 

But all of us said as we drove to our homes 

Merry Christmas you all – watch out for those gnomes! 

              “Frisco”, he said or Google might be 

            The source of his wisdom in good drinkery! 
 

 

Thank you to every single person who helped make this event as special as it was!  To set-up and clean-up 

crews, to cooks and cleaners, to every person who donated turkey and ham and desserts and to everyone who 

came to enjoy a nice evening with friends and neighbors after a pretty dismal year – thank you.  And to all of 

you who attend breakfasts or karaoke – thanks for helping us get up and running again!  You are the best!
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SPRING VALLEY LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION [SVLPOA] 

 
    MEMBERSHIP FORM (effective 2021)    Annual Dues: January 1- December 31. $10.00 per Member (18 years or older)  

 
       Date: _________________________                                                                                                                         Total Memberships___________ 

Names: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                       First                                                       First                                                                                                       Last                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Phone: ________________________     Spring Valley Street Address______________________________________________   
Mailing Address _________________________________  _________________________     ___________ 
 (If different) Street or PO Box                                                             City/Town                                                        Zip Code  

Delivery Choices:   ______View Online (At SVLPOA.ORG) _______Receive by e-mail      _______Store Pickup   

                        
    e-mail address required for e-vote___________________________________@___________________________ 
 

Send this coupon and a check for dues to: SVLPOA, 3005 Wolf Creek Rd., Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423. Or, just drop it off at any 

SVLPOA Breakfast (2nd Sunday of the month, 8-11 a.m.), other Event, or at the SVLPOA monthly Meetings, held the third Thursday 

of the month at 6:30 pm, at the Community Center.  

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Advertising in the SVLPOA Newsletter is easy and cost effective.  All ads should be the size of a business 

card (see above). Your artwork or business card will do. 

Ads may be run: monthly- $10, quarterly-$25, half-year $45, year-$80. 

To advertise make checks payable to: SVLPOA, 3005 Wolf Creek Rd., Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423. 

Thank you for your support. 


