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SPRING VALLEY NEWS 

SVLPOA – 3000 Wolf Creek Rd., Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423-3000 

August 2015 

Area Activities for August 
Find us online @SVLPOA.org 

                                                        

 
9 SVLPOA Breakfast         Community Center  

8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
20   SVLPOA General Meeting 
       Community Center, 6:30 p.m. 
   (Sheriff Brian Martin, guest) 
22 Luau/Pig Roast   Community Center 
               Bar opens at 4:30 p.m. 

       Dinner at 6 p.m.  
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  Spring Valley Calendar 

 
 
August 2015  
5 Lake Recovery Meeting         Community Center     9:00 a.m. 
5 CERT meeting    Community Center     6:00 p.m. 
5 CSA2 Meeting          Community Center     7:00 p.m. 
9 SVLPOA Breakfast          Community Center      

8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
20 SVLPOA General Meeting   Community Center     6:30 p.m. 
   (with guest Sheriff Brian Martin) 
22 Luau and Pig Roast   Community Center      

  Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
         Bar opens at 4:30 p.m. 
September 2015 
2 Lake Recovery Meeting         Community Center    9:00 a.m. 
2 CERT Meeting    Community Center    6:00 p.m. 
2 CSA2 Meeting          Community Center    7:00 p.m. 
13 SVLPOA Breakfast          Community Center   

8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
17 SVLPOA General Meeting    Community Center   6:30 p.m. 
   (with guest Supervisor Jim Steele) 
 
19 SVLPOA Members Appreciation Dinner, Community Center 
      Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
      Bar opens at 4:30 p.m. 
October 2015 
7 Lake Recovery Meeting  Community Center 9:00 a.m. 
7 CERT Meeting    Community Center 6:00 p.m. 
7 CSA2 Meeting    Community Center 7:00 p.m. 
11 SVLPOA Breakfast   Community Center  
        8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
15 SVLPOA Meeting   Community Center 6:30 p.m. 
   (With guest Kristie from SPCA) 
 
 

No Shooting is allowed in Spring Valley! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

If someone in your 
neighborhood could use a bit 

of sunshine due to an illness, 

or whatever, please let our 

Sunshine Lady know. 
 

Linda Mann, 998-9464, will 

be happy to send some warm 

wishes to them. 

 
Breakfast 
Sunday,  

August 9th 
8 to 11 a.m. 

 
Special: 

Auntie Tootsie’s 

Coffee Cake! 

Pancakes  

Omelets 

         Hash browns 

Sausages and bacon 

Biscuits and Country 

gravy 

Fresh Fruit 

Adults   $7 
Children (3-12) $3.00 

 

Community Library  
 

We have a free lending 
library at the Community 
Center, with paperback 
books only.  If you want 
to donate books, please 
contact a SVLPOA board 
member to review and 
accept your donation.  
Books left without prior 
approval could be thrown 
away. 
 

If someone in your neighborhood could 
use a bit of sunshine due to an illness, or 
whatever, please let our Sunshine Lady 
know. 
Linda Mann, 998-9464, will be happy to 
send some warm wishes to them. 
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SVLPOA Officers 
 

President Gayle Christian 998-9928 
V. President Kathy Vogan  998-3819 
Secretary Sunny Gardner 530-5497 
Bldg. Co-or. Jon VonSchaik  998-9781 
Newsletter      Carol Butzbach  998-9107 
Please submit articles for the newsletter to 
butzbach2@yahoo.com.  We are looking forward to 
having a kid’s corner and a poetry column. 
 

 

County Service Area (CSA) #2 
Advisory Board Members 

 
Chair (Water/Roads)    Jim McDole      998-9535 
Chair(Lake Recovery)   Mark Currier       998-0241 
Chair (Safety)             Peggy O’Day 998-2987 
Chair (Finance)             Ed Smith          998-1167 
Secretary             Toni Field 
Members              Helen Mitcham  

            Monte Winters  
The Advisory Board has different committees to 
help deal with issues in our Valley:   Finance and 
Planning, Water,  Lake Recovery,  Roads,  Dams 
and Bridges, and Community Safety. 

 

 
Campground Committee 

Campground Information   998-9194 
Campground Keys    998-9376 
Report Vandalism – Sheriff Dispatch  263-2690 
Sheriff’s Office      262-4200 
 
(The park and grounds are cared for by all our 
residents. Remember to keep the gate to the park 
closed and locked at all times.) 
 

 

      
Our President’s Message 
 
Aloha friends and neighbors!  Hope 

everyone is having a fun summer. There is  lots 
more to come at the Community Center in 
August.  Let me just say right now, it's because we 
have awesome volunteers! Thank you to each and 
every one.  You are appreciated.  We had a great 
breakfast last month thanks to Sunny, Trenton, and 
Aidan working six hours on Sat. to make us delicious 
homemade cinnamon rolls, now referred to as 
"Sunny's Cinnamon Rolls".  The "Fourth of July" was 
a hot day true to form.  We had corn on the cob 
and watermelon at our yummy lunch!  Sheriff Brian 
Martin showed up for the parade and we 
celebrated another year of living in America.  By the 
time you get this we should have held our duck race 
on Cache Creek, July 25th. We should have three 
lucky winners. Congrats to you! This is so popular 
now that the tickets almost sell themselves. Don't 
miss our next breakfast on August 9th.  Then be 
ready with your questions for our guest "Sheriff 
Martin" the 20th and our annual "Pig Roast" will be 
held this year on Aug. 22.  Maybe just a little 
different this year, luau style.  We are planning 
some special dishes and drinks.  Maybe we can get 
Charwin to play "Tiny Bubbles" for us.  We are 
having a fantastic "Summer Raffle" so be sure to get 
in on the fun. Be safe and hope to see you at our 
events!!  

President, Gayle Christian 
 

mailto:butzbach2@yahoo.com


Spring Valley POA Newsletter, August 2015 
 Page 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

    My Trailer Was Shot  by Joe Welz, SVCC 

 Since the end of March, random shooting has occurred at the corner of Spring Valley 

Road and Wolf Creek Road at all times of the day and night.  Unfortunately, my house trailer 

was killed.  Yes, hit with a shotgun blast, then finished off with a small caliber hand gun.  

Judging by the hole diameter, I’d say it was a 22, 25, or 32 caliber.  The bullet passed 

completely through one wall and came to rest in the opposite wall.  This is inappropriate 

behavior.  The Sheriff was called, a report was made, and a case was opened.  In my twenty-

seven years living here this is a first. 

 If this unacceptable behavior does not stop, someone will be killed.  In this area of 

Spring Valley there are about 20 adults, 2 infants, 8 to 10 children under 5 years old, and then 

there are the teenagers wandering around.  Whose luck is going to run out?  If you hear gun 

fire, call 911.  This must and will be stopped.  To the adolescent adults who have not matured 

(!), this behavior has attracted the attention of law enforcement to Spring Valley. 

 Guns are not toys.  Does someone have to die for you to learn this?  Life is so short 

and so very precious.  Please respect the neighbors, even those you don’t know.  Spring 

Valley has always been a quite peaceful place to live on the fringe of wilderness. 

 Other important news:  The local deer season starts the second Saturday of August 

and runs to the third Sunday in September.  The blackberries should be ready to start picking 

by this printing.  The garbage can at the rope swing in the campground has gone missing.  

Please return it.  Thank you.      P.S.  For sale:  17 foot house trailer, 1971, with bullet holes.   

 

 

SPRING VALLEY LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION (SVLPOA) 

Membership Form   

Date  __________________________          ____Individual  $10 ____  Please mail my newsletter 

First Name  ________________________    Last Name  _____________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________   

Street Address:  ___________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address (if different):  ________________________________________________ 

           City:  ___________________________________________    Zipcode:  _________________ 

_____________________________________ Signature of Voting Member 

Send this coupon and a check for dues to SVLPOA, 3000 Wolf Creek Rd., Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423, or bring it to 
a SVLPOA event at the Community Center. Meetings are on the third Thursday of each month at the Spring 
Valley Community Center.  Note: Only two (2) members per family may vote in SVLPOA Board elections. 
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Membership Dinner on September 19th 

 

     Please plan to attend our membership 
dinner:  The SVLPOA will provide the steaks, 
and the members will provide a pot-luck of 
side dishes and desserts. This dinner is free to 
all SVLPOA members.  Guests or non-
members will pay $10.00 for their dinner. Be 
sure to call a Board member to reserve your 
dinner(s). 
 

             Upcoming:  Special Guests 
 
We will be having guests at our next 

three SVLPOA meetings, and we would like 
very much to have a big turnout at these 
meetings.  Please plan to attend, and if you 
have things on your mind that you would like 
to ask one of these guests about, bring your 
ideas! 

Sheriff Brian Martin, August 20th 
Supervisor Jim Steele, September 17th 
Kristie from SPCA, October 15th 

 
Our SVLPOA Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m., and 
refreshments are available--   woohoo! 
 

Chalk Mountain 
by Carol Butzbach 
 
majestic height 
birds’ flight 
big sky at night 
wish I may 
wish I might 
see this again 
tomorrow night 

 

Campground News 

 by Helen Mitcham 

If you looked really fast, you may 

have seen the shade sails up over the 

group area.  They went up just before the 

4th (thank you Sonja and Mark) and those 

strong winds damaged one and caused the 

removal of all three just a few days later.  

The additional hardware has been ordered 

and as soon as it arrives, we’ll get them 

back up.     

 The gate is being left open – more 

than it’s being closed!  Please close and 

lock the gate every time you go in or out!  

In just 10 minutes after it was closed and 

locked on July 19th, it was unlocked and 

left wide open.  And that happened more 

than once!     

 We’re again having problems with 

squirrels undermining the oaks – 

especially the ones at campsite #7 so 

we’re trying a new remedy – one that isn’t 

hazardous to other animals.  While the 

squirrels are cute, they are a nuisance, 

carry diseases and will draw snakes to 

their location.  That’s why we’re trying to 

move them away from campsites.  That’s 

about it for now – except to thank each of 

those anonymous visitors for picking up 

trash when you find it and leaving things 

better than you found it!  Thanks – see 

you in the campground! Helen 
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A Very Historic Day 

On Friday, July 10th, 2015, President Obama 

designated the Berryessa Snow Mountain 

wildlands as our state’s newest national 

monument.  This is permanent protection! 

According to Dr. John Parker, this new 

monument contains Cache Creek and the 

Cache Creek wilderness, which is called the 

Cache Creek Archaeological District.  Ancient 

cultural sites in this area contain evidence of 

the oldest human occupation in California.  

The discovery of 14,000 year-old spear points 

confirm that Native peoples had settled here 

and had trade relations with other tribes. 

Berryessa Snow Mountain was home to at 

least 5 Native American tribes.  It is estimated 

that these Native people were already 

residing in the area about 20,000 years ago. 

Dr. John Parker is a registered Professional 

Archaeologist.  He studied at Sonoma State 

University (B.A., 1977), University of 

California at Davis (M.A., 1984), and he got his 

Ph.D. in 1994.  He is extremely familiar with 

Lake County.  If you are interested in learning 

more about his work, be sure to visit the Lake 

County Archaeology website: 

www.wolfcreekarchaelogy.com.  At present it 

looks like some of the features of that 

website are under construction, but it is still 

worth taking a look at. 

 

Newsletter News 
Last month we printed 100 newsletters, of 
which 50 were mailed and 50 were placed 
at Spring Valley’s Pantry.  Since then, the 
Pantry reports that all copies are gone, and 
several more people have requested that 
their copy be mailed to them.  If you would 
like your very own personal copy of the 
newsletter, but you don’t belong to the 
SVLPOA yet, there is a form in this 
newsletter for you to use.  The cost per 
person is $10, and membership includes 
having your newsletter mailed to you! 
 
The Continuing Saga of Greywater Use 

from Whitewolf Switzer 
 

Soaps that are made to be safe for the 

environment are more expensive, and it 

appears that you must go to a health foods 

store or a specialty store (such as the Ukiah 

Natural Foods Co-op) to get them.  

However, guidelines for using everyday 

soaps exist.  

 Avoid soaps that have: 

 enzymes 

 boron/borax 

 chlorine bleach 

 petroleum distillate 

 parabens 

 “whiteners” 

 “softeners” 
 
Greywater should not be used within 100 
feet of creeks or other bodies of water.  
Apparently there is a potential for this 
water to cause harmful algae blooms. 
 

http://www.wolfcreekarchaelogy.com/


Spring Valley POA Newsletter, August 2015 
 Page 7 
 

 

JULY 4th REPORT   

by Helen Mitcham 

 The 10th Annual July 4th Parade gathered once again at Spring Valley’s Pantry to make 

the trip down Spring Valley Road to either the campground or Community Center.  Maybe it 

was the fact that the “pace car” was driven by the burger cook but it seemed it all happened 

too fast!  It was nice that our newly-elected Sheriff, Brian Martin joined in the festivities and as 

usual, the last-minute entries made for lots of fun.  Thanks to all those who dressed up their 

trucks and quads and horses and … did you see that neat side-car?  Due to concerns about the 

summer heat, burgers and hot dogs were cooked and served at the Community Center and the 

games were in the campground.  The dunk tank got a lot of play this year.  Thanks to my “dunk 

crew” Steve Gomes and Bob Jones for pick-up and delivery and return of the tank.  You guys 

are life-savers!  And it’s always fun to see your group during this holiday week.  Unfortunately, 

the water was moving too fast to have our boat race.  There just wasn’t a way to launch and 

capture them safely so I guess Sarah and Eric Graves will have to hold onto their “historical” 

winners for next year!   

We were able to have the duck race … we let them “fly” into the water and a string 

finish line and nets captured the flock.  First place went to Mykala Curnutt, followed by Sarah 

Graves, Ivan Oka, James Curnutt, Emma, and Rae Oka.  Then there was the pie-eating contest 

which is always a real kick – and this was no exception!  In the 6 – 9 year old division, Merit 

VanSchaik was the clear winner – and it was hilarious!  The no-hands rule was a surprise to 

Merit – who asked if he could have a partner!  Shocked he was beaten by a 6 year old, 

Domanick Ransome said he’d be back next year!  In the 10 – 12 year old group, Brooke 

Ransome brought a win home followed by Alizha Weed and Kylie Ransome.  I think there may 

be a little controversy over the winner of the teen-adult group – and who gets to take home 

the “pig” trophy but it was sure a lot of fun to watch – cameras were clicking and there was a 

lot of rooting for contestants!  Sarah Graves had to turn over the trophy to Geof Olson who 

was here from Watsonville.  He’ll be taking the trophy to his dorm room at Carrillo College this 

year.  To John VanSchaik, a big thank you for your enthusiasm and for bringing your game face 

to the contest.  Maybe next year the trophy will be yours!  To everybody who shared this truly 

Spring Valley 4th of July – thank you!  Let’s celebrate the 240th anniversary of the good ole USA 

next year!               

    See you in the campground! Helen 
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COPY CAT 
For all your copy & Printing needs 

14642 Lakeshore Dr. 

Clearlake, Ca. 95422 

PHONE: 707-995-0289 

FAX: 707-995-0290 

Authorized FedEx Ship Center 

 

 

 

Attention advertisers:  Email  the editor 
at cbutzbach@ngl.net or 
butzbach2@yahoo.com for information. 

 

 

 

 
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS 

mailto:cbutzbach@ngl.net
mailto:butzbach2@yahoo.com

